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[ once was lost, but now [ am found

Asa Thompson

My early life wasn’t perfect, by any means. I lived with parents who
did the best they could, but fell far short of providing a loving
environment for me. At the age of 6, I disliked the abuse that we endured
from my father so much that when they divorced, I told my mother that
she did the right thing. I couldn’t bear to see my brother and sister suffer.
Unfortunately, due to the divorce, my mother had to work 60-8o hours a
week, and I had to help take care of my siblings. As a result, my
grandmother moved to Columbia to help take care of us.

However, she was verbally and emotionally abusive to us. Meanwhile,
my mother was struggling with many emotional scars from how my father
treated her. I did not receive much attention as a child, and had no male
role model. We were also very poor, and often my clothes were second
hand and too small for me. I also had Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder. Essentially, I could not sit still for long periods of time, had
trouble keeping quiet, did not know how to interact with my peers, was
dressed in clothes that were not stylish and did not fit, had a weird first
name, and had trust and anger issues due to my broken family life.

None of this was helped by the fact that my parents were members of
a cult; The Way International. They are a religious group that claims to be
Christian, but has beliefs that are not consistent with Christianity. Some of
their more harmful beliefs and practices include: There is no Trinity, only
God the Father, and anyone who worships the Trinity is an Idolater. Jesus
was just a man, created by God for a special purpose. Anyone who has a
mental illness, or is homosexual is being demonically controlled.

One of the especially damaging beliefs that they hold is that if
something happens to you, it is because of your lack of belief. So, if
anything bad happens to you, it becomes your fault. A way that they
would try to leverage control over their members was to label anyone who
disagreed with them as a person being influenced by Satan. This person
should be avoided at all costs, because they might spiritually contaminate

17



you. Because of this environment, I did not begin to learn about real
Christianity until later in life.

The harsh and often lonely environment that I was raised in did not
help me to have a good relationship with my parents or siblings. We
fought and argued frequently, and were often unkind. I know that I was
not easy to love during that time of my life. Despite these challenges,
when I look back, I can see that God was gracious to me, and helped me
more than [ knew.

At the age of 14, I decided that God was real, and not just a thing my
parents had invented. I had seen enough of how the natural world works
to be convinced that he must exist. By the age of 16, I stopped attending
functions with The Way International. I was disillusioned with the harsh
environment and decided to do things my own way, as mainstream
American culture encourages. I became very adept at justifying virtually
any sin I wanted to in a way that my conscience could live with, or so I
thought. In reality, I was running from God, and trying to justify my
actions, but I did not know this at the time.

[ experimented with alcohol and drugs, and tried to seek fulfilment in
the attention of friends and girlfriends in high school. I also played many
video games, often 30 hours or more a week, using them as an escape from
a reality that I was not prepared to deal with. I had a lot of problems.

The final thing that brought me to my knees was a relationship when
I was 19. I behaved very selfishly and irresponsibly, and hurt a girl a lot.
She, in turn, used her closeness to me to get revenge and devastate my
heart. Admittedly, [ would say I deserved it, though, she was cruel. I spent
several nights crying, because I hated myself so much that [ wanted to die,
yet, I could not die, because I felt I needed to suffer to pay for what I had
done. It was in this place, where all hope was lost, and I had nothing else,
that Jesus showed up and started to change my life.

As [ mentioned before, I was very proud. I was even proud of how
proud I was. And, I was good at “justifying” things. Jesus appeared to me in
a vision, and I could not move. He told me “You think you have been good
and moral, but, let me show you what you really look like...”. The image I
had in my head next was of a silver plate covered in disgusting things, all
of them related to death and decay. I expected God to put me out of my
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misery, and kill me, at this point, for I could not deny who I really was.
Instead... he hugged me, and continued to say “... But, I still love you.”.
This is when I truly accepted Jesus as my Lord and Savior.

My mother started to attend a church when I was 18. My siblings
and I were very distraught by this and thought she was being manipulated
by Satan, because of the way we had been taught while we were younger.
My sister noticed how blessed my mom was attending church, and started
to go as well. My brother and I were very disturbed by this. Eventually, in
a dream, God told my brother to go to the church, so he started going. I
was alone, and felt totally isolated from my family. After a while, I got into
an argument with one of her friends about the theology they believed, and
I read a book about it, and decided to investigate the church. Within 5
minutes of being in the worship service, [ knew I had to come back.

At this point, I did not believe in the Trinity, but, God changed my
mind. It was Easter weekend of 2010, and the church had a designated 36
hours of constant prayer. I took a 1 hour time to pray. I prayed all of the
recommended prayers, and had 30 minutes to pray on my own. I asked
God to reveal how I should worship him. God told me to open the Bible
and read the 1st page I came to. So, I accepted his challenge. My Bible
opened to John 5:23 “that all may honor the Son just as they honor the
Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who
sent him.” After the prayer meeting, I drove home very quickly, and woke
my mother, and found her Concordance and Lexicon, and studied the
word “honor” in Greek. My conclusion was that I was wrong; the Bible
does indeed tell me to place Jesus equal to God, which means he is God.
Therefore, I repented.

There is much more to say, but I can summarize my experiences
by declaring that God is, has been, and always will be faithful to me, even
when I am not faithful to him. He has provided jobs for me, and
opportunity far beyond what I deserve. He delights in me, and, I hope that
you realize that he delights in you, as well. If God can love someone from a
broken background when they have an ugly heart, God can love you, too.

His love is not just an intangible emotion, but something that he lives
out in his faithfulness to us. He has radically altered the course of my life,
and expanded my capacity to serve and love others. He has imprinted who
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he is on my identity, and looking back, I can see the common thread of his
handiwork woven throughout the fabric of my life. I am excited to see
what good things he has in store for me, and those around me. I am
blessed to have such an expanded community, and opportunities to serve
others.

Perhaps the biggest change that happened in my heart was how I saw
myself. I used to view myself primarily as a sinner. Yes, I had received
grace, but in my mind, this was a smaller issue. Once God convinced me
(using brothers and sisters) that I was his child first, and he forgave me,
then my life changed. Before, it was impossible to care for people properly,
because I hated myself. But suddenly I could love people, because I love
myself, because God loves me. Seeing myself as God sees me melted my
heart and made it alive.

Since this change, I enjoy finding opportunities to serve people,
especially brothers and sisters in the body of Christ. Service connects us as
a family that likes to bless one another. Perhaps my favorite way to serve is
through prayer. I can ask for help for them from the one who can do more
than we can ask or think. God has been faithful to answer prayers so much
that it almost seems normal. I grow in compassion and friendship with
those I am serving and serving with. This is its own reward.

I also love to learn about God through scripture, and hearing the
well-structured teachings and presentations from Randy and sister
Chang’e have been a blessing. As I learn more, I can apply more in my
service. This in turn helps me to understand more of who Jesus is, how he
feels, and what his heart is like. This is the greatest reward - getting to

know him more and more.
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