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From GRACE to grace cucsm

uring the first week of March 2020, I flew back to Columbia

from my daughter’s place in New Jersey without knowing that
COVID -19 had developed rapidly to become a global pandemic.
Before the Chinese New Year, brothers and sisters in church in New
Jersey were praying about sufferings due to the spread of the virus in
Wuhan, China, resulting in a complete shut-down. Within weeks, the
virus had spread all over the world, and New York became the epic
center in USA. Here in Columbia, university classes started to go
online, laboratories were closed, and faculty and staff were asked to
“work and teach at home”. In the University Medical Center, visitors
were prohibited to go to the patient’s room. I recognized that with
my age, | belong to the highest risk group, and thus needing to take
additional precautions. I set up a sanitizing station in my house,
wiping any packages that arrive, and spraying everything with 70%
ethanol. Needless to say, I tried to wash my hands with soap
frequently — something I rarely do before. Previously, staying and
working at home have not been a problem for me. Columbia is a
small college town with a beautiful campus. I enjoy shopping,
visiting restaurants with friends, walking on the beautiful campus,
and observing the change in color during Spring and Fall. As a
professor emerita, I also enjoy the health benefits for retirees, and the
convenience in setting visits with my doctors. With parking on
campus for only $24 a year, I can go to my office and chat with
colleagues in Schweitzer Hall at my leisure time. After the “stay at
home” order, the campus and the parking lots were empty and my
life privileges vanished quickly. The new restrictions added stress to
my life. Every day, I was confronted with scary news about the large
number of people affected with the virus and the large number of
people dying — never see so many coffins staggered in the morgue.
This is the first time in my life experiencing a global pandemic. |
started to ask why such sufferings are bestowed to people on earth,
and what we are supposed to learn from this?

Despite being a Christian for

most part of my life, I have a rebellious mind and feel weak in my
spirit. Despite my God is an almighty God, I lack the faith to fully
trust in Him. With increasing age and without the help from my
husband, Albert, my memory and language skill have deteriorated. |
cannot remember names of brothers and sisters in church. I can no
longer write in Chinese and even have difficulty to read some words.
My prayers are dry and many times, I have questions while reading
the bible. During this pandemic time, I started to recognize my
weaknesses and my unworthy self. I have forgotten that my Lord has
bestowed His abundant GRACE to this grace. I thank the Lord for
giving me the peace in my mind while staying at home alone. During
this time of pandemic, I experienced the love of brothers and sisters,
helping me with groceries, with yard work, with doctor’s
appointments, and frequently delivering food to my door. My
daughter who is in the East coast frequently sends care packages. I
thank the Lord for providing many modern mechanisms for
communication, e.g., WeChat for messages and phone call, and
“Zoom” for meetings. In fact, through these mechanisms, brothers
and sisters from different parts of the world can join us and worship
with us. Yes, His GRACE is sufficient to this grace. Although I am
not worthy, I experience His GRACE in big and small ways. During
the last Friday night sisters meeting, we were reading King David’s
prayer in Samuel II 7:18; “Who am I, O Sovereign Lord, and what is
my family, that you brought me this far?” Yes, I am a small potato
but my Lord has kept me and brought me this far. His caring hands
had guided my life throughout — with my family experiencing the
second world war, and bringing me (and later my family) from Hong
Kong to the States. I thank the Lord for providing me the necessary
education and bringing me (and my late husband, Albert) to
Columbia, and together, we became part of the CCCC family for over
40 years. I pray that I will not forget HIS GRACE and continue to
follow Him and to confer HIS GRACE to people around me.

With love from Grace Sun
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Organism-specific Genetic Information Coding

and Decoding

Change Laura Tan

[ AM X SCIENTIST, NOT X SINGER..
| WANT TO PRAISE HIM, EMANUEL (7X 11V);
| WANT TO PRAISE HIM, EMADIEL (7R "TAY).

TAKE MY ACCESS CARD AND MY KEeYS,
WITH EVERYTHING €LS€ AS YOU PLEASE.
GOD IS SOVEREIGN, HE IS IN CONTROL.

EMANUEL (7R 120Y) 1§ EMADIEL (7R *TAY).

EMANUEL (7X 11aY) 1S EMADIEL (IR *TAY).
GOD-WITH-US IS GOD-WITH-ME.

BACTERIA AND EUKARYOTES ARE CONNECTED,
NOT BY €VOLUTION, BUT BY DESIGN.

RNA AND DNA PROCLAIM IT, SHOUT PROTEINS,
CHEMISTRY SAYS IT, BIOLOGY AGREES.

ALL ORGANISMS REPLICATE THEIR GENOMES,
TRANSCRIBE AND TRANSLATE THEIR GENES.
BACTERIAN AND €UKARYOTES DO THESE THINGS,
WITH THEIRC OWN UNIQUE PROTEINS.

CODES ARE NOTHING WITHOUT DeECODERS.
ASK SIMARIPHONES AND PROGRAMMERS.
GENOMES, EPIGENOMES, AND METABOLOMES,
CAN DO NOTHING WITHOUT DECODING PROTEINS.

| AM X SCIENTIST, NOT X SINGER.
| WANT TO PRAISE HIM, EMANUEL (IR 11Y);
| WANT TO PRAISE HIM, EMADIEL (7X "TAY).

TAKE MY ACCESS CARD AND MY KEYS,
WITH EVERYTHING ELSE NS YOU PLENSE.
GOD 15 SOVEREIGN, HE IS IN CONTROL.
EMANUEL (7X 12Y) 1§ EMADIEL (IR "TAY).
EMANUEL (7X 12Y) 1§ EMADIEL (IR "TAY).
GOD-WITH-US IS GOD-WITH-ME.



In Between Pharoah’s Army and the Red Sea

Change Laura Tan

Praise God, Emanuel (X 11aY), God-with-us; 1 want to praise my God.

Praise God, Emadiel (7% *TRY), God-with-me. He made me from dust

7 am a scientist,

Not a Jooet.

1 am not crazy,

But 7 am truly happy.

1 have lost my job,
But not my mind.

Instead of crying,
1 am laughing.

s Devil puzzled, with myself beside?
Why am 1 standing, instead of dying?
Why am 1 laughing, instead of crying?

1 am laughing,
And singing,
And Jancing,

He created bacteria and animals By their kinds.

1 want to praise God the Father.

He chose me,

From the bottom of cfung.

1 want to praise God the Son.

He saved me,
Died for me on the cross.

1 want to praise God the Holy Spirit.

He talks with me,
Walks cfaify Ey my side.

1 want to praise God Three-in-one.
He ﬁeed’ me,
From the chains 1 chain myseﬁ

Praise goaf, Emanuel (‘m -IJ]’;J.\_J), goaf-witﬁ-us;
Praise God, Emadiel (7N *TAY), God-with-me.



HE Erougﬁt me
In between Pharoah’s army and the Red Sea.

HE cﬁangecf my mourning
To [augﬁing;

Va[[eys of tears
To Joyful fountains;

Pit of death
To well of [ife.

God created me with His wisdom;
He made my eyes and ears.

God delivered me with His arm;

He makes me rejoice n Jo[ace of tears.

Praise God, Emanuel (X 112Y), God-with-us;
Praise God, Emadiel (7N *TAY), God-with-me.
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